3o6               THE SUMMONS  TO  THE FLEET      CH. xxvii.
1853     than usually ambiguous.    We have seen how, whilst urging"
----      the Turks to accept the Vienna Note, (admitting at the same
^T> 66 time that he had no authority to " impose it" upon them,) M. de la Cour was continually throwing out hints that were apparently calculated to encourage them in resisting the very To Lord advice which he was ostensibly tendering. On 18 and again on don?11" 22 August he asked Reshid Pasha to give instructions to the CCXXXVIH pasha of the Dardanelles to let the French fleet pass up, should 24 Ug* Admiral Hamelin so desire, without reference to any corresponding movement on the part of Vice-Admiral Dundas. On the night following the day on which he had given the Porte a hint of the probable advance of the French fleet, M. de la Cour informed Reshid of a proposal for a new convention, which, while superseding the Treaty of 1841, should distinctly establish the integrity and independence of Turkey under the guarantee of the Four Powers. Lord Stratford had heard nothing officially of these plans, and lost no time in telling his colleague that he " was ignorant of any sufficient reason for bringing up the squadrons to Constantinople ;" but he could not restrain M. de la Cour's zeal, and, as he wrote to Lord Clarendon, he began to suspect some " political escapade " on the part of France, who " seemed eager for war." Lord Clarendon himself told Lady Stratford that both he and Lord Aberdeen doubted Louis Napoleon extremely, and the conduct of the French ambassador was calculated to confirm their doubts.
The spirit of the Turks needed no rousing then. Even Lord Stratford found them " out of hand," and the Sheykh-el-Islam had declared that he would sooner break his seal than affix it to such a document as the Vienna Note. Reshid told M. de la Cour that the persistence of the Western Courts in recommending humiliating concessions to the Porte would end in throwing Turkey into the arms of Russia: to which the French ambassador replied that in such a case France would look to a close alliance with Austria and Prussia and would leave England and Turkey in the lurch. The high tone of the Porte found a ready echo in the voices of the theological students and professors, Softas and Ulema, who, as we have seen, rose in open mutiny, angrily protesting against